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Welcome to Worship this morning! 
We invite you to participate fully in the service,  

and to remain following the service for our Coffee Hour. 
Children are welcome to attend our Children’s Program or to 

remain with their families.  
 

As we worship, at any time during the service, please assume 
whatever physical position is best for you. 

 
The Gathering of the Community 

 
Look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near. (Luke 21:28) 

 
Opening Hymn    CP114 Lo, He Comes 

 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending,  
once for favoured sinners slain;  
thousand thousand saints attending  
swell the triumph of his train:  
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!  
God appears on earth to reign. 
 
Every eye shall now behold him,  
robed in dreadful majesty;  
all who set at nought and sold him,  
pierced, and nailed him to the tree,  
deeply grieving, deeply grieving,  
deeply grieving,  
shall the true Messiah see. 
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Now redemption, long expected,  
see in solemn pomp appear;  
all his saints, on earth rejected,  
thrill the trumpet sound to hear;  
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!  
See the day of God appear! 
 
Yea, amen, let all adore thee,  
high on thine eternal throne;  
Saviour, take the power and glory;  
claim the kingdom for thine own:  
O come quickly! O come quickly!  
O come quickly!  
Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come! 

 
The children are invited to gather by the Advent wreath as the 
hymn ends. 

 
The Lighting of the First Candle in Advent 
 
Reader The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2) 
 
Our hope is in God, and in his Son Jesus the 
Christ, who was appointed by God to be judge 
over all things. He is the one through whom 
God has promised to save and redeem the 
people. 
 

People  We light this candle today to remind us that 
Jesus is our hope – and the hope of the 
world. We give thanks for the promises  
God has made to us and for the light he has 
brought into the world. 

 
Lighting of the First Candle. 
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Celebrant  Let us pray. 
O God of Hope, Emmanuel, 
we pray that you will send your light into our 
hearts during this season of Advent. Help us 
to be ready for the day and the hour of 
Christ’s final appearing. Live in us that we 
may live in you.  
Amen. 

 
Hymn    Hope is a Star 
 

Hope is a star that shines in the night, 
leading us on till the morning is bright. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 
 
Children leave for their program after the singing of the hymn. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God,  
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  
and put on the armour of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life  
in which your Son Jesus Christ  
came to us in great humility,  
that on the last day,  
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  
to judge both the living and the dead,  
we may rise to the life immortal;  
through him who lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
Hymn    CP88 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us;  
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver;  
born a child and yet a King;  
born to reign in us forever:  
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit,  
rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all-sufficient merit,  
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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The Proclamation of the Word 
 

The First Reading 
 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah (2:1-5) 
 
After the reading 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Psalm (122) 
 

I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 
Now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 
Jerusalem is built as a city  
that is at unity with itself. 
 
To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the name of the Lord. 
 
For there are the thrones of judgement, 
the thrones of the house of David. 
 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  
“May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls 
and quietness within your towers. 
 
For my kindred and companions’ sake, 
I pray for your prosperity. 
 
Because of the house of the Lord our God, 
I will seek to do you good.” 
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The Psalm Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus,  
give us the peace of the new Jerusalem. Bring all nations 
into your kingdom to share your gifts, that they may 
render thanks to you without end and may come to your 
eternal city, where you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Second Reading 
 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans (13:11-14) 
 
After the reading 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
O my God, in you I trust. 
 
You are the God of my salvation, 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 
In you I hope all the day long. 
O my God, in you I trust. 
 
Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, 
for they are from everlasting. 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
O my God, in you I trust. 

 
Gospel Hymn    CP577 God of Grace and God of Glory 
 

God of grace and God of glory,  
on your people pour your power;  
now fulfil your church’s story;  
bring its bud to glorious flower.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 
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Lo, the hosts of evil round us  
scorn your Christ, assail his ways. 
Fears and doubts too long have bound us;  
free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the living of these days,  
for the living of these days. 
 
Cure your children’s waring madness.  
Bend our pride to your control. 
Shame our wanton selfish gladness,  
rich in goods and pour in soul.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,  
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 
 
Set our feet on loft places;  
gird our lives that they might be  
armoured with all Christ-like graces  
in the fight for liberty.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we fail ourselves and thee,  
lest we fail ourselves and thee. 

 
The Gospel Reading 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew (24:36-44) 
 
The Gospel is proclaimed. 
 
After the reading 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The Sermon  Phil Winslow 
 

Following the sermon, there will be a moment for personal 

reflection accompanied by meditative music. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism. 
 

I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again  
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn    CP98 Hark the Glad Sound  

(Tune: CP306 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing) 
 
Hark the glad sound!  
The Saviour comes,  
the Saviour promised long:  
let every heart prepare a throne,  
and every voice a song. 
 

Christ comes, the prisoners to release  
in Satan’s bondage held;  
the gates of brass before him burst;  
the iron fetters yield. 
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Christ comes, the broken heart to bind,  
the bleeding soul to cure,  
and from the treasuries of grace  
to bless the humble poor. 
 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,  
thy welcome shall proclaim;  
and heaven’s eternal arches ring  
with thy beloved name. 

 
The Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of love and power,  
your word stirs within us  
the expectation of the coming of your Son. 
Accept all we offer you this day,  
and sustain us with your promise of eternal life. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Either kneeling or sitting, let us pray. 
 

In our prayers, we give thanks for God’s goodness;  
we pray for others as well as for ourselves;  
and we offer our lives in Christ’s service.  
All this we do because we believe in the presence among us 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and in the mighty power  
of the Holy Spirit.  
 
After each Intercession the response is… 
Hear our prayer. 

 
Gracious God,  
you have heard the prayers of your faithful people.  
You know our needs before we ask  
and our ignorance in asking.  
Grant our requests as may be best for us.  
This we ask in the name of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Holy and ever-living God,  
by your power we are created  
and by your love we are redeemed. 
Guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,  
that we may give ourselves in love and service  
to one another and to you this coming week;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn    Days of Elijah 
 

These are the days of Elijah,  
declaring the Word of the Lord;  
and these are the days of Your servant,  
Moses, righteousness being restored;  
and though these are days of great  
trials, of famine and darkness and  
sword; still we are the voice in the desert crying,  
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” 
 

Behold he comes, riding on the clouds,  
shining like the sun at the trumpet call;  
lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee  
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 

 
And these are the days of Ezekiel,  
the dry bones becoming as flesh,  
and these are the days of Your servant,  
David, rebuilding a temple of praise;  
and these are the days of the harvest,  
the fields are as white in the world;  
and we are the labourers in Your vineyard,  
declaring the Word of the Lord. 
 

Refrain: 
 
There is no god like Jehovah,  
there is no god like Jehovah,  
there is no god like Jehovah,  
there is no god like Jehovah. 
Repeat x2 
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Behold he comes, riding on the clouds,  
shining like the sun at the trumpet call;  
lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee  
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 
 
Behold he comes, riding on the clouds,  
shining like the sun at the trumpet call;  
lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee  
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 
Lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee  
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 

 
The Dismissal 
 

With love and compassion,  

come, Lord Jesus. 
 

With judgement and mercy,  

come, Lord Jesus. 
 

In power and glory,  

come, Lord Jesus. 
 

In wisdom and truth,  

come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

        Our Leaders Today 
 

Officiant    Ted Hodgkinson 
Preacher    Phil Winslow 
Music Director & Pianist  Linda Parsons 
Crucifer    John Amesbury 
Reader     Marilyn Marshall 
Intercessor     Kim Bagg 
Technical Team    Ben Conrad 

& Hayley Bagg 
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