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Palm Sunday of the Passion

A service of Holy Communion
 
March 29, 2026

Welcome to Worship today.

As we worship, at any time during the service, please assume whatever physical position is best for you.

The Gathering of the Community

Baskets of palms and palm crosses are distributed.

Opening Hymn    CP181 All Glory, Laud, and Honour

All glory, laud and honour to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring.

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David's royal Son,
who in the Lord's name comest, 
the King and blessed one.
Refrain

The company of angels are praising thee on high,
and we with all creation in chorus make reply.
	 Refrain

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayer and anthems 
before thee we present.
	 Refrain

To thee before thy Passion 
they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee now high exalted our melody we raise. 
	Refrain


Thou didst accept their praises; 
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King. 
	 
All glory, laud and honour to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for this celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery. 

On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the city of Jerusalem. The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but the path before him led to self-giving, suffering, and death. 

Today we greet him as our King, although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross. We follow him this week from the glory of the palms to the glory of the resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death. 

United with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his resurrection and new life. 

The Blessing of the Palms

It is right to praise you, almighty God,
for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King,
with palm branches in their hands, crying,
Hosanna in the highest.
May we also, carrying these emblems, 
go forth to meet Christ
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;
who lives and reigns in glory with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen.
Anthem     He Comes in the Name of the Lord

Children’s Procession and Hymn     
MP188 Hosanna

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Lord, we lift up Your name
with hearts full of praise;
be exalted, O Lord, our God,
hosanna in the highest!

Glory, Glory, Glory to the King of Kings!
Glory, Glory, Glory to the King of Kings!
Lord, we lift up Your name
with hearts full of praise;
be exalted, O Lord, our God,
glory to the King of Kings!

Repeat hymn

The Collect of the Day

Let us pray.
Silence

Almighty and ever-living God, 
in your tender love for the human race 
you sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our nature, 
and to suffer death upon the cross, 
giving us the example of his great humility: 
mercifully grant that we may walk in the way 
of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Redeemer, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Please be seated.


The Proclamation of the Word

The Psalm (118:1-2, 19-29)

Give thanks to the Lord who is good;
the mercy of the Lord endures for ever.

Let Israel now proclaim,
“The mercy of the Lord endures for ever.”

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.

“This is the gate of the Lord;
those who are righteous may enter.”

I will give thanks to the Lord who answered me
and has become my salvation.

The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes.

On this day the Lord has acted;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Hosannah, Lord, hosannah!
Lord, send us now success.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord;
we bless you from the house of the Lord.

God is the Lord and has shined upon us;
form a procession with branches 
up to the horns of the altar.

“You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, and I will exalt you.”

Give thanks to the Lord who is good;
the mercy of the Lord endures for ever.


The Epistle Reading

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (2:5-11)

In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

The Proclamation of the Gospel

Gospel Hymn    CP182 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! All the tribes “Hosanna” cry;
O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 
with palms and scattered garments strowed.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp, ride on to die;
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
o’er captive death and conquered sin.


Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The angel squadrons of the sky 
look down with sad and wondering eyes 
to see the approaching sacrifice.

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew (21:1-11)
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

All	“Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he 
 who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



We sing:

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh: 
the Father on his sapphire throne 
expects his own anointed Son.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp, ride on to die; 
bow thy meek head to mortal pain; 
then take, O God, thy power, and reign.

The Homily			Rev. Denise Byard

A silence is held for reflection following the sermon.

The Congregation stands at the invitation of the Celebrant.

The Nicene Creed

[bookmark: _Hlk135821260]We believe in one God
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God; Light from Light; 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

(Please take a position of prayer comfortable for you)

The response to the intercessions will be:
Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Confession and Absolution     

Dear friends in Christ, 
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy. 
He welcomes sinners and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sin, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 




Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Redeemer. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

We share signs of God’s peace, greeting one another by saying “Peace be with you”.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn    CP184 My Song is Love Unknown

My song is love unknown,
my Saviour’s love to me;
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake
my Lord should take frail flesh, and die?



He came from his blest throne
salvation to bestow;
but all made strange, 
and none the longed-for Christ would know:
but O my friend, my friend indeed,
who at my need his life did spend!

Sometimes they strew his way,
and his sweet praises sing,
resounding all the day
hosannas to their King;
then “Crucify!” is all their breath,
and for his death they thirst and cry.

Why, what has my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
he gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these
themselves displease, and ‘gainst him rise.

They rise and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of life they slay.
Yet cheerful he to suffering goes,
that he his foes from thence might free.

Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine!
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.

Prayer over the Gifts

Let us pray:

God our provider,
you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who for our sins was lifted high upon the cross,
that he might draw the whole world to himself. By his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.  Therefore, with all the host of heaven who gather around your throne and the Lamb, we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.

Holy, most holy all holy the Lord, 
in power and wisdom for ever adored. 
The earth and the heavens are full of your love; 
our joyful hosannas re-echo above.

Blessèd, most blessèd, all blessèd is he 
whose life makes us whole, and whose death sets us free: 
who comes in the name of the Father of light, 
let endless hosannas resound in the height.

We give you thanks and praise, Holy One, 
because in sending Jesus, your Son, 
to us you showed us how much you love us. 
He cares for the poor and the hungry. 
He suffers with the sick and the rejected.
Betrayed and forsaken, 
he did not strike back but overcame hatred with love.  
On the cross he defeated the power of sin and death. 
By raising him from the dead 
you show us the power of your love 
to bring new life to all your people.
[bookmark: _Hlk130984965]On the night before he gave up his life for us, 
Jesus, at supper with his friends,
took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Take this, all of you, and eat it: 
this is my body which is given for you.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
said the blessing, gave it to his friends, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: this is the cup of my blood, 
the blood of the new and eternal covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many, 
so that sins may be forgiven. 

Do this in memory of me.”

Gracious God, with this bread and wine 
we celebrate 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
and we offer ourselves to you in him. 
Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts,
that we may know the presence of Jesus 
in the breaking of bread, 
and share in the life of the family of your children.
Holy One, you call us to be your servants; 
fill us with the courage and love of Jesus,
that all the world may gather in joy 
at the table of your kingdom.
We sing your praise, almighty God, 
through Jesus, our Saviour, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen.

A brief silence is kept. You are invited to kneel or stay seated for the prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Standing at the foot at the cross 
and gathering our prayers and praises into one,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread,
Communion in Christ’s body once broken.
Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying.
If we have died with him, we shall live with him;
If we hold firm, we shall reign with him.

The Communion

The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Spiritual Communion

For those who are worshipping with us online, we invite you to make your spiritual communion, by inviting Jesus into your heart, saying “Come, Lord Jesus.”
A brief silence is kept.

Communion can be brought to you in your seat if that’s easier for you. Those who wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread and wine may indicate this to the bread administrator by placing a hand to your heart.

Prayer will be offered during communion at the back of the sanctuary for those who wish to be prayed for. 
All are welcome to be anointed before or after receiving communion at the pulpit side of the nave. 

Communion Hymns

Hymn    CP56 I Am the Bread, the Bread of Life

I am the bread, the bread of life; 
who comes to me will never hunger.
I am the bread, the bread of heaven; 
who feeds on me will never die.

And as you eat, remember me—
my body broken on the tree: 
my life was given to set you free, 
and I’m alive for evermore.

I am the vine, the living vine; 
apart from me you can do nothing.
I am the vine, the real vine; 
abide in me and I in you.

And as you drink, remember me—
my blood was shed upon the tree: 
my life was given to set you free, 
and I’m alive for evermore.

So eat this bread, and drink this wine, 
and as you do, receive this life of mine.
All that I am, I give to you, 
that you may live forevermore.


Hymn    How Deep the Father’s Love

How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that He should give His only Son
to make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss –
the Father turns His face away,
as wounds which mar the Chosen One
bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross,
my sin upon His shoulders;
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
until it was accomplished;
his dying breath has brought me life –
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,
no gifts, no power, no wisdom;
but I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer;
but this I know with all my heart –
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Hymn    Meekness and Majesty

Meekness and majesty, manhood and Deity, 
in perfect harmony, the Man who is God, 
Lord of eternity, dwells in humanity, 
kneels in humility, and washes our feet. 

O what a mystery, meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship, for this is your God.

Father’s pure radiance, perfect in innocence. 
Yet learns obedience to death on a cross. 

Suff’ring to give us life, conquering through sacrifice; 
and as they crucify prays, “Father, forgive.”

O what a mystery, meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship, for this is your God.

Wisdom unsearchable, God, the invisible. 
Love indestructible in frailty appears. 
Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly, 
lifts our humanity to the heights of His throne.
Refrain

Please be seated. The congregation reads the bolded lines representing many different groups of people.

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew (26:14 – 27:54)

Evangelist	The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
	according to Matthew.

One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said,

Judas	What will you give me if I betray him to you?

Evangelist	They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 
	And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus.

Disciples	Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?

Jesus	Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him,
	‘The Teacher says, My time is near; 
	I will keep the Passover at your house 
	with my disciples.’

Evangelist	So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 
	When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said,

Jesus	Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.

Evangelist	And they became greatly distressed 
	and began to say to him one after another,

Disciples 	Surely not I, Lord?

Jesus	The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.

Evangelist	Judas, who betrayed him, said,

Judas	Surely not I, Rabbi?

Jesus	You have said so.

Evangelist	While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said,

Jesus	Take, eat; this is my body.

Evangelist	Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying,

Jesus	Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.

Evangelist	When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

	Then Jesus said to them,
Jesus	You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.

Evangelist	Peter said to him,

Peter	Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.

Jesus	Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.

Peter	Even though I must die with you, 
	I will not deny you.

Evangelist	And so said all the disciples.

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,

Jesus	Sit here while I go over there and pray.

Evangelist	He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them,

Jesus	I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.

Evangelist	And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed,

Jesus	My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.

Evangelist	Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,

Jesus	So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Evangelist	Again he went away for the second time and prayed,

Jesus	My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.

Evangelist	Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them,

Jesus	Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.

Evangelist	While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign:

Judas	The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.

Evangelist	At once he came up to Jesus and said,

Judas	Greetings, Rabbi!

Evangelist	and kissed him.

Jesus	Friend, do what you are here to do.

Evangelist	Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

Jesus	Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?

Evangelist	At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,

Jesus	Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.

Evangelist	Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward.

Witnesses		This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’

Evangelist	The high priest stood up and said,

Caiaphas	Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?

SILENCE

Caiaphas	I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.

Jesus	You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.

Evangelist	Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,

Caiaphas	He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?

Priests	He deserves death.

Evangelist	Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him.

Priests	Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?

Evangelist	Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said,

Servant-girl 1	You also were with Jesus the Galilean.

Evangelist	But he denied it before all of them,

Peter	I do not know what you are talking about.

Evangelist	When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders,

Servant-girl 2	This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.

Evangelist	Again he denied it with an oath,

Peter	I do not know the man.

Evangelist	After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter,

Bystanders		Certainly you are also one of them, for your     accent betrays you.

Evangelist	Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath,

Peter	I do not know the man!

Evangelist	At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said:
	‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders.

Judas	I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.

Priests	What is that to us? See to it yourself.

Evangelist	Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said,

Priests	It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.

Evangelist	After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, ‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.’

Evangelist	Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him,

Pilate	Are you the King of the Jews?

Jesus	You say so.

Evangelist	But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him,

Pilate	Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?

Evangelist	But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them,

Pilate	Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?

Evangelist	For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him,

Pilate’s wife	Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today. I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.

Evangelist	Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them,

Pilate	Which of the two do you want me to release for
you?

Crowd	Barabbas!

Pilate	Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?

Crowd	Let him be crucified!

Pilate	Why, what evil has he done?

Crowd	(louder) Let him be crucified!

Evangelist	So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd.

Pilate	I am innocent of this man’s blood; 
	see to it yourselves.

Crowd	His blood be on us and on our children!

Evangelist	So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

The congregation stands.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him.

Soldiers	Hail, King of the Jews!

Evangelist	They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads.

Passers-by		You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.

Evangelist	In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him.

Priests	He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’

Evangelist	The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,

Jesus	Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?

Evangelist	That is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,

Bystanders		This man is calling for Elijah.

Evangelist	At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said,
Bystanders		Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
		will come to save him.

Evangelist	Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said,

Centurion	Truly this man was God’s Son!

Evangelist	This is the Passion of the Lord.

Closing Hymn   CP202 There is a Green Hill Far Away

There is a green hill far away, 
outside a city wall, 
where the dear Lord was crucified 
who died to save us all.

We may not know, we cannot tell 
what pains he had to bear; 
but we believe it was for us 
he hung and suffered there.

There was no other good enough 
to pay the price of sin; 
he only could unlock the gate 
of heaven, and let us in.

O dearly, dearly has he loved, 
and we must love him too, 
and trust in his redeeming blood, 
and try his works to do.
All depart in silence.

We gather each day during Holy Week as we enact in real time the last week of Jesus’ life on earth. We gather tomorrow night at 7 pm for a service of Holy Communion.



HOLY WEEK SERVICES AT ST. JOHN’S, IDA

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week
7 pm Evening Worship

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd at 7:30 pm
Service of Holy Communion

Good Friday, April 3rd
Cross Walk at 8:30 am
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 11 am

Deanery of Peterborough joint service
The Great Vigil of Easter
April 4th 7:30 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 5thth
Sunrise Service at 6:30 am
Resurrection Service of Holy Communion 
at 10 am
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Celebrant			The Rev. Canon Susan Spicer 
Homilist			The Rev. Denise Byard
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Intercessor			John Amesbury
Communion Assistants	Moyra Seabright/Valerie Smith
Technical Team		Dalton George/Jason Conrad
Prayer Ministry Team		Ted and Nancy Hodgkinson
Anointer			Cathy Olley
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St. John’s Anglican Church, Ida
“To know Christ, and make Him Known”
A community church in the Anglican Tradition.

Visit our website: www.stjohnsida.com
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsida
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